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As We Gather  
Hindsight may be 20/20, but it’s often difficult to recognize what is right in front of us. How, 
then, do we recognize what God is doing in our midst? The answer comes in journeying with 
Mary and Joseph to the temple, where their infant son, God’s Son, is presented before the 
Lord. As has been promised over the centuries, the Lord Himself comes to His temple, and 
all nations will rejoice before Him. Within the temple courts, Simeon beholds the long-awaited 
Messiah and rejoices that righteousness has come to him. Not only has this gift come to 
Simeon, but it has also come to us all! When we receive Jesus through His Word and 
Sacrament this day, we, too, can recognize the sign of God’s great love for us and rejoice in 
His salvation. 

PREPARATION 

Hymn: 386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice  
 
Invocation Based on Luke 2:29–31 

P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
 

P According to the Lord’s own Word, let us come before Him. 
C Our eyes shall see the salvation He has prepared for us. 
 

Confession and Absolution 1 John 1:7; Galatians 4:4–5 
P If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 
C and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Let us join together and confess our sins to God, our Father: 
C Lord God, heavenly Father, we acknowledge that we have not walked according 

to Your commands. Our words and actions have not reflected the light of Your 
presence in our lives. We have stumbled and fallen in the darkness. In the name 
of our Savior Jesus Christ, we ask for Your forgiveness. Cleanse our hearts and 
minds with His mercy, and scatter the darkness of our sin with the brightness of 
His righteousness. Amen. 

 

P Your merciful Father has sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 
redeem you who are under the law, so that you might be adopted into His family and 
freed by His forgiveness. As a called and ordained servant of God’s Son, Jesus Christ, 
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

WORD 

Hymn: 387 Joy to the World   
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Salutation  
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day  
P Let us pray.  O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You have given us the sign of Your 

presence in the coming of our Savior. 
C Grant that we may recognize this sign and embrace Him in our lives, always 

reflecting the light of Your glory; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 61:10—62:3 (The nations shall see the Lord’s righteousness.)   

 

Epistle: Galatians 4:4–7 (God sent forth His Son to redeem us.)   
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22–40 (Jesus is presented to the Lord at the temple.)   
 

Hymn: 389 Let All Together Praise Our God   
 

Sermon "Recognizing the Sign" Luke 2:22-40 
 

Prayer of the Church  
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 

their needs. 
For the blessing of God’s kingdom, that people of all nations may come to the Savior 
who came into this world for us, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Father, show us Your glory in the face of Your Son. 
 

P For the Christian Church, both here at Zion and throughout the world, that we may 
rejoice in the Son of God and marvel at the mystery of His incarnation, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Father, show us Your glory in the face of Your Son. 
 

P For all pastors, teachers, missionaries, and servants of the Church, that wherever they 
go and whomever they reach, Your love may be seen and known, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Father, show us Your glory in the face of Your Son. 
 

P For the community in which we live and for all of those who use their vocations to bless 
others, that we may do all things for the glory of God and for the good of mankind, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

C Father, show us Your glory in the face of Your Son. 
 

P For all public servants, including our governmental leaders and the members of the 
Armed Forces, that they would embrace Jesus Christ and be filled with His wisdom, 
guidance, and peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Father, show us Your glory in the face of Your Son. 
 

P For all who suffer in heart, mind, and body, especially . . ., that they may be touched by 
the healing hand of our Great Physician, let us pray to the Lord. 

C Father, show us Your glory in the face of Your Son. 
 

 



P For these and all other concerns we have that, coming before the throne of grace, we 
find mercy to help us in our time of need, let us pray to the Lord, 

C Father, show us Your glory in the face of Your Son.  
 
P In His name we pray the prayer that He taught us… 
All: Our Father…  
 

Offering 
 

Offertory: 808 O Sing to the Lord   
 

Benediction  
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Hymn: 388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

Silent Prayer 
 

Postlude  
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Our Measure of Love and Gifts 
Attendance last week – 104, Christmas Eve 194 Christmas Day 26  Needed for The Lord’s 
Work at Zion $3,856 ~ Received for the Lord’s Work $10,420 = Loose Plate $540, Envelopes 
$9,055, Mission $262, Maintenance $563; Cap. Prj. $75.  
 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday:  Dec 29-Margery Greskowiak; 
Dec 31- Nathan Christman; Jan 1- Jacob Rossow, Cheyenne Baccary; Jan 2- Kathy Case, 
Roger Kade; Jan 3- Janet Kilgore; Jan 4- Calista Goward.   
 

Please note ~ All newly elected as well as currently serving officers and board members 
will be installed during the service on January 7. Please plan to attend.  
 

Zion will hold our annual turkey dinner on Wednesday, January 17 from 4:30 ~ 7:00 pm. 
Adults $10, Children 5-12 $5, Under 5 are free. Come and support your church and enjoy a 
homemade turkey dinner with all the fixin’s. Everyone knows we have some great cooks! If 
you are unable to attend please consider a donation to purchase turkeys which may be given 
to Jack Armstrong. Help will also be needed to set up, prepare and serve dinner. Look for 
signup sheets in the narthex. This is a great opportunity for fun and fellowship with your Zion 
family. See Jack Armstrong or Lloyd Zastrow if you have any questions.  
  



Isaiah 61:10-62:3 (ESV) 
10 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
my soul shall exult in my God, for he has 
clothed me with the garments of 
salvation; he has covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 
headdress, and as a bride adorns herself 
with her jewels. 11 For as the earth brings 
forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes 
what is sown in it to sprout up, so the 
Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to sprout up before all the nations. 
62 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be 
quiet, until her righteousness goes forth 
as brightness, and her salvation as a 
burning torch. 2 The nations shall see 
your righteousness, and all the kings 
your glory, and you shall be called by a 
new name that the mouth of the LORD will 
give. 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in 
the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem 
in the hand of your God. 
 
Galatians 4:4-7 (ESV) 
4 But when the fullness of time had 
come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 
those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons. 6 And 
because you are sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 
“Abba! Father!” 7 So you are no longer a 
slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 
heir through God. 
 
Luke 2:22-40 (ESV) 
22 And when the time came for their 
purification according to the Law of 
Moses, they brought him up to 
Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord23 (as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, “Every male who first opens the 
womb shall be called holy to the 
Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice 
according to what is said in the Law of 
the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two 

young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man 
in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 
and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord's 
Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into 
the temple, and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law, 28 he 
took him up in his arms and blessed God 
and said, 29 “Lord, now you are letting 
your servant depart in peace, according 
to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen 
your salvation 31that you have prepared 
in the presence of all peoples, 32 a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles, and for 
glory to your people Israel.” 33 And his 
father and his mother marveled at what 
was said about him.34 And Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his 
mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many 
in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so that 
thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” 36 And there was a 
prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 
advanced in years, having lived with her 
husband seven years from when she was 
a virgin, 37 and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from 
the temple, worshiping with fasting and 
prayer night and day. 38 And coming up 
at that very hour she began to give 
thanks to God and to speak of him to all 
who were waiting for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 39 And when they had 
performed everything according to the 
Law of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40 And the child grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom. And the favor of God 
was upon him. 


